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The perfect gift? 
Look no further! 
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“These holidays are going 
to be our sober holidays.”

Weary hearts rejoice
LINDSEY AND JERRY WERE EXHAUSTED FROM THEIR STRUGGLES

AND WERE SEARCHING FOR A WAY FORWARD.

Today, they feel the thrill of hope in their life – because of YOU!
READ THEIR STORY ON PAGE 3.

Good News
Hiway80Mission.org

Hiway 80 Rescue Mission • Men’s Shelter • Women & Families Shelter • Tyler Gateway to Hope Vo. 17  No. 4 - Holiday 2017



3

With parents rarely home, and a brother deep in a 
world of drugs, Jerry fell into a lifestyle modeling his family’s. 
“I can remember being a little kid and having to carry 
backpacks full of drugs,” he shares.

From a young age, Lindsey also lived in this world. 
But it was only one side of her suffering. Soon after high 
school, she began a relationship with a man that led to ten 
years of severe abuse. “I never unpacked my stuff.” She 
was always prepared to run. “He was going to end 
up killing me.”

Jerry suffered a different abuse in his first marriage – a 
wife unfaithful to him. The devastating news contributed to 
a relapse after many years of his successful sobriety. 

Both broken and alone, Jerry and Lindsey met and 
would later marry – but even together, they struggled to 
escape the pain of their past.

This unhealthy lifestyle resulted in jail time for both. 
But soon after their release, Lindsey became pregnant with 
their son, Gunner. “We’d already made the conscious 
decision to be sober, and I think God blessed us,” 
Lindsey says.

For a time, the couple saved enough to live in a small 
apartment. But two weeks before Gunner’s birth, Lindsey 
fell and broke her ankle. The added medical expenses 
meant they’d be short on rent and would have nowhere to 
stay. “But the Mission helps whoever comes through 
these doors,” Jerry says.

At first, Lindsey feared relapsing at the Mission. But 
God made His plans and provision clear.  “I heard the same 
Scripture five times in three days,” she remembers. “‘Seek 
first the kingdom of God, and all these things will be added 
to you.’ God said, ‘Don’t worry… just work on our 
relationship, and everything else will be taken care of.’”

Jerry and Lindsey are grateful for the Mission’s 
supportive and safe environment to live as a family. Here, 
God has not only provided them with shelter but also 
with a community that encourages them on their road 
to recovery, giving them a reason to rejoice during our 
Christmas celebrations. “These holidays are going to be 
our sober holidays,” Jerry says, “and they’re going to 
be the ones that mean the most to us – the start of a 
new life.”

We were running the streets, 
and before we knew it, we 
were living underneath the 
bridge… homeless.

“These holidays are going to be our sober holidays.”



The perfect gift? 
Look no further!

Make your #GivingTuesday gift now by shopping our 
Christmas Gift Catalog – it’s full of ways to save and 

change even more lives in East Texas! 
Shop our Gift Catalog online at Hiway80Mission.org/
GiftCatalog. Or simply add your special Christmas gift 

to the enclosed reply card. 

SAFE SHELTER

It’s so much 
more than a 
bed! Share 
warm blankets 
and respite from 
the cold.

$50

NOURISHING MEALS

A hot meal at 
the Mission may 
be people’s only 
meal of the day.

$25

HOLIDAY HERO PACK

Give even 
more with our 
Holiday Hero 
Pack! It includes 
10+ hot meals, 
2+ nights of 
shelter & access 
to clothing, 
medical care 
& recovery 
programs!

$75

These Christmas gifts are representative of the needs of people 
served by Hiway 80 Rescue Mission. Donations may be used to 

support the area of ministry where the need is greatest.
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A MESSAGE FROM REV. ERIC BURGER

Caroling angels. Christmas pageants. Celebrations around the world. 
Christmas is truly a thrilling time of year.
It’s a time to share love. A time to raise hopes. A time to be joyful!
I think the Christmas carol “O Holy Night” puts it best: A thrill 

of hope, the weary world rejoices / For yonder breaks a 
new and glorious morn! 

But that’s exactly what makes Christmas a very difficult time 
for the men, women and children who make their home with us 
here at the Mission.

While it feels like the world is rejoicing around them, most of 
our guests would tell you they have very little to celebrate. Many 
are apart from their families, separated from spouses and children. 
Their hearts are weary from their struggles with homelessness or 
other desperate situations. 

It’s your gifts that make Christmas the very best day possible 
for them – and provide them with the thrill of new hope! 

Special meals. Decorations. Small gifts. And above all, a 
celebration of that very first Christmas… a reminder for them 
– and for all of us – that miracles do happen and prayers are 
answered!  

As you keep the East Texas area’s hurting and homeless in your 
prayers, I pray you’ll share the joy of the season through a gift that 
transforms lives forever… filling people with joy and new hope. 

 This then is my Christmas wish for all who join us here at the 
Mission during the holidays, and for you and those who are near 
and dear: Let weary hearts experience the thrill of hope!

     Road to a New Life Starts Here

Rev. Eric Burger    
Executive Director

Bring HOPE to weary hearts



 Hiway80Mission.org 
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Donate Now!

Hiway 80 Rescue Mission
P.O. Box 3223
Longview, TX 75606-3223

HOL17

m  CHECK ENCLOSED      m  BILL MY CREDIT CARD

         m            m            m            m   

CREDIT CARD #               CIV/SEC#        

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

E-MAIL

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Eric, use my gift to bless hungry, 
    homeless people this Christmas.

m  $21.10 to feed and care for 10 people
m  $50.64 to feed and care for 24 people
m  $75.96 to feed and care for 36 people
m  $90.73 to feed and care for 43 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible
Plus, $_______ to provide a special Christmas gift

CONNECT WITH US  Hiway80Mission.org

26,600
MEALS BY DEC. 25

OUR GOAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Each meal you provide today is 
so much more than a plate of food. It’s 
a chance to end someone’s hunger or 
homelessness – and offer them the gift 

of a thrilling new life this Christmas.

GIVE NOW
using the enclosed reply card & envelope.

GIVE ONLINE
anytime at Hiway80Mission.org.

 Thank you
for sharing your blessings & bounty!

3117 W. Marshall Ave.
P.O. Box 3223

Longview, TX 75606
  (903) 759-8101

  (903) 297-6904
  Hiway80Mission.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Hiway 80 Rescue Mission 
Women & Families Shelter 

 (903) 234-2583
Hiway 80 Rescue Mission Tyler

601 E. Valentine St.
Tyler, TX 75702

  (903) 617-6097
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rev. Eric Burger

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brian Bunt, President

Cindy Terry, Vice President
Scott Ward, Treasurer

Stephanie Vasso, Secretary
Josh Black
Gary Boyd

Dirk Coleman
David Detten
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Patrick Johnson
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Dr. Faber White
Elsie Livers, Director Emeritus

THE GOOD NEWS IS A PUBLICATION 
OF HIWAY 80 RESCUE MISSION.
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IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OFGIVEN BY GIVEN BY

JANUARY 4 - AUGUST 31 2017
Tributes

IMOGENE PURCELL AMES

TIM BAKER
JAMES BASS
DORIS BAUGH
KEN BECHTOLD
DICK BERRY
BABY BREWER
JOHN DAVID BREWER
DALE CARTER
DR. EDWARD H. CARTER
KEITH “BUSTER” CASTLEBERRY
ANNETTE CHAPMAN
JAMES LAMAR CLARK, SR.

GEORGE CLOUD, SR.
ELIZABETH “BABE” COLE

STEVEN CONE
BRENDA JOYCE DANIELS

PAULINE DAVIS
DEVIN DIAL
J. D. DILLON
JEAN DUFFEY
NORWOOD EATON
RAY EDELMAN
DORSEY ERWIN

JEAN EVANS
ALAN FEWELL
DOROTHY WAGGONER FLANAGAN

DR. KENNETH FLORY

DON FLOYD
DORIS VALARIE GAGE
JACKIE GOODE
JIM GRAY

PHILIP E. HAPPEL

LUTHER HARVEY
J. G. HEARD
TRENT HEPLER
J.W. (DUB) & WILLA DEAN HINTON
WILLA DEAN HINTON
NADINE HOLLAND
JESSIE HOLLINS
LOWELL HOLLOWAY, JR.

WARREN & NORMA HUNT

JACQUELINE JAMESON
MILDRED JOHNSTON

DEAN JONES
LAWRENCE KALMUS

SANDRA GAIL KIRKPATRICK
MARY JANET LANAGAN

LARRY LEWIS
DAWN REDDICK LO
JUDY LOVE
ADA LYON

DONALD MAXWELL
SCOTT MCCARDELL
DR. PAT MCCLELLAND
POO MCCUTCHIN

BETTY CROSSLAND
ALICE HAYNES
MIKE NEWLAND
LEANNE, LAUREN AND EMILY PENNINGTON
JANELL STONE
FRANCES CORINNE TINNEY
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
JOHN & CALVA JAMES
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
BARRY & LAUREN BREWER
GAY TYRA
BETTY CARTER
JAN SHORE
AUSTIN BANK
THOMAS & BETTY HUNT
TERRY & DEBBIE DEBO
MIKE & GLICERIA FIELD
SHIRLEY NEWMAN
BING CANION
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
PATRICIA JONES
STEVE & CAROLE JUDY
CAROLYN CONE
MICHAEL & CATHY HUDSON
RICHARD & DEBI VICKERY
JANELL STONE
COURTNEY ROBERTS
ARCHIE & BARBARA WILLIAMS
MRS. TEDDY MACHEN
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
AUDREY EDELMAN
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
DEE & RC JUDY
GARY & PAT BOYD
GAY B. TYRA
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
LONGVIEW HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF ‘57
JEN, BRYAN, PRISCILLA & KELLY BRENNION
ROBERT & BLANCHE BRUYERE
CHRISTUS GOOD SHEPHERED HEALTH SYSTEM
STEVE & LINDA GRAHAM
MIRIAM LANCASTER
LONGVIEW COUNTRY CLUB
MARION MACK
MELINDA MCCAW
WILLIAM & KATHRYN REAGAN
MEREDITH ROEL
THOMAS & TRUDY TAYLOR
ALMA RUTH WILLEFORD

GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
RICHARD & DEE JUDY
CAROL KINNEY
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
MARION MACK
LYNNE ABERNATHY
DOROTHY GARTH
LAWRENCE & ZANELLE KALMUS
MITTIE PERRY
LINDA PERSON
WALTER & CATHIE TEHAN
BOB & SHARON SHELTON
BONNIE HEARD
FRANK & RUTH KAY
CHRIS & BRENDA HUBER
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
C. T. & DAVA TURNER
PATSY HICKERSON
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
ARTHUR FORT
DEE & R.C. JUDY
MARION MACK
PAUL & SUSIE FRENCH
JAN SHORE
MARION MACK
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
JAMES & BARBARA WILLIAMS
MRS. TEDDY MACHEN
T. E. & BILLIE MAXWELL
MR. & MRS. JAMES A. MOBLEY
DAVID & JUDY EARHART
MR. & MRS. VAN CRADDOCK
ARTHUR FORT
BETTY GRAINGER
MAYO LANAGAN
DEB & GALEN SMITH
TRUST & INVESTMENT DIVISION OF TEXAS 

BANK & TRUST CO.
KATHY TITTLE
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
MARION MACK
PATRICIA JONES
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
MARION MACK
PATRICIA OWENS
KELLY MAXWELL
MALCOLM & TORIE PALMER
LAWRENCE & ZANELLE KALMUS
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
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honorariums

LINDA E. ANDERSON
AUVIE ROSE BREWER
MR. & MRS. ROBERT K. BROWN
KEVIN BUCHANEK
CASEY CARTER

STEVE COLES
DAVID CUNNINGHAM
BARBARA GILBREATH
MELISSA HINSON
RENE HUGHEY
TODD KELLEY
MICK LANE
CHLOE LILLY

JIMMIE & SYLVIA MCCURRY
PATSY MCCURRY
MARION MACK
PATRICIA TUCKER
RUSSELL & RAENELL CRAFT
GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
CHRISTOPHER & CAROL COCKERHAM
BING CANION
MARION MACK
GARY & FRANCES HILBORN
FRANK & RUTH KAY
EDWARD SPERIER
SYLVIA WHITLOCK
PATSY HICKERSON
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
PHILIP GERIG
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
MELANYE HULL
DONALD GASSAWAY & ANNE MACKENZIE
DENNIS & BARBARA RICHBURG
LONNY & KATHLEEN ROWDEN & CHILDREN
THOMAS & BETTY HUNT
ROY & ELIZABETH BULLARD
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
CHARLIE & LISA BURROUGHS
ANDY & MARY ANDERSON
CHERRY COVINGTON
DAVID & MELISSA DUNCAN
GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
DALE & POLLY PEYTON
RUSSELL & RAENELL CRAFT
CLAY & JERI STREED
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
MARION MACK

NEAL MCCURRY

JOAN MCKENZIE
ROSS MEEK
PATSY MILLS
CALVIN MORRIS
SCOTT MULLIS
EDWINA MURPH
JOHN MURPHY
JOSEPH MURPHEY
ALLEN NIX
WALTON EUGENE ODEN
THOMAS ODOM
NAN PEARSON
RANDY PENWELL
LONNIE “BO” PILGRIM
CAROLE POWELL
DR. PAUL W. POWELL
MELISSA POWERS
BYRON C. AND MARJORIE RICHBURG
GARY CECIL ROWDEN
PATRICIA SEARS
LONNIE SHRUM
CLAYTON SMITH
JOAN SMITH
JOE STAPLETON
BOB FLOYD STEEL

RUTH ELLEN STOCKTON
BILLIE JEAN STONE
HOWARD STORK
MIRANDA STREED

TOM SUESS

WILLIAM ANDERSON
BARRY & LAUREN BREWER
STEVE BROWN
IAN & MARY MURDOCH
ROGER & PATTY CARTER
JULIA KRAINERT
BILL & CHERYL PICKENPAUGH
NIKKI WRIGHT
ROGER MCCOWN
TRACY & DONNA VINCENT
CAREY SISSON
RICK & BLESSED WEBB
KEITH & STACY THRASH
THE ORMS FAMILY

MRS. JIMMYE SULLIVAN
REV. J. S. “SLIM” SULLIVAN
FRANCES EVANS SUMMERS

LARRY TATE
TRAVIS TERRELL
DOROTHY THOMAS
JOE THRASHER
RETIRED NAVY CHIEF JIM TIPTON
RICHARD TROTTER

LEROY VAN DYKE
BETTY JO VICKERS
REX WALLACE
JACK WARD

MARGIE WELCH
SARAH BRUNS WHALEN
SHARON WHATLEY
BILL WHEELER
JAN WHITE
RONNIE WHITE
DR. MORGAN WILLEFORD

LYNN WILSON
SHIRLEY WRIGHT
KEN WYNN

FRANK & RUTH KAY
FRANK & RUTH KAY
CARMEN & WELDON, KRISTI AND       

PAM LEWIS AND TYLER, BRITTANI,    
AND CAMERON ANDERSON

MARILYN JOHNSON
DIANA KEITH
PHYLLIS SUMMERS
JOY TATE
GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
PATSY HICKERSON
JOHNNY & CHARLOTTE GULLEY
BERNIE, SR., BERNIE, JR., JIMMY & DAVID 

WOLFORD
TONY & MARSHA WHITFIELD
PATSY HICKERSON
RICKY WALLACE
TRICIA SCHWARZBACH
GARY & LYNN TAYLOR
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
THE FAMILIES OF QUAY & KAY PITMAN
RALPH & CHARLOTTE GIBSON
MARION MACK
PATSY HICKERSON
BING CANION
MORGAN & MICHAEL MERRIMAN
DAVIS & JERI SPROUSE
TAYLOR & BRITTANY SPROUSE
BOBBY JONES
C. T. & DAVA TURNER
SAN & BONNIE BOGUE

DR. ANDY MACK
CHARLES MCDADE
VIVIAN MCFERRAN
HONORABLE LARRY MERRIMAN
FRANKIE PARSON
JEFF PEARSON
TOM & EMA TAYLOR
JACK WARD

DON WARREN
GEORGE & RHONDA WHITSON
VERNON WILKINSON

KIRK TESKE
DAVE MCDADE
JERRY & BARBARA EXLINE
IAN & MARY MURDOCH
PATRICIA JONES
ORGILL, INC.
DAVID TAYLOR
RODNEY OVERMAN
SCOTT & RENEE WARD
JOHN & LUCY CARR
ANONYMOUS
H. S. & ANN DUKE
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