
ED’S
LONELY,
ISOLATED
LIFE AS A 
LONG-HAUL
TRUCKER
LED TO A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND AGONIZING 
DEPRESSION. HE WANTED TO DIE…

P.O.  Box 3223 •  Longview,  T X •  75606-3223 •  (903)  759-8101

Don’t miss… page 2
A Message from Eric Burger

page 2
22,500 meals by December 25

page 4
The Perfect Gift?

Good News
Hiway80Mission.org

Hiway 80 Rescue Mission • Men’s Shelter • Women & Families Shelter • Tyler Gateway to Hope   Holiday 2016



“Let there be joy!”
Caroling angels.  Christmas 

pageants.  Celebrations around 
the world.

Christmas is truly a miraculous 
time.

 It’s a time to share love.  A time to 
raise hopes.  A time to be joyful!

And that’s exactly what makes it 
a very difficult time for the men, 
women and children who make their 
home with us here at the Mission.

Many are apart from their 
families, separated from spouses 
and children.  Most would tell you 
they have very little to celebrate.

It is your gifts that make 
Christmas the very best day 
possible for them.

Special meals.  Decorations.  
Small gifts.  And above all, a 
celebration of that very first 
Christmas... a reminder for them – and 
for all of us – that miracles do happen 
and prayers are answered!         

This then is my Christmas 
wish for all who join us here at the 
Mission during the holidays, and 
for you and those who are near and 
dear:  Let there be joy! 

Road to a New Life Starts Here

 
 
     
 

  
Rev. Eric Burger
Executive Director

A Message from Eric Burger

22,500 
meals

DEC 25

That’s our goal this holiday season.
Each meal you sponsor today is so much more than a plate of food.

It’s a chance for you to help change a life. 
To end hunger.  To end homelessness.

……………
Make your gift online at Hiway80Mission.org.
Or use the enclosed reply card and envelope.

Thank you for sharing your blessings and your bounty!
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“I WAS SUICIDAL
WHEN I CAME HERE.”

“I spent FIVE YEARS IN BED with the covers pulled over my head.”
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Ed was a successful long-haul 
trucker, but too much isolation on 
the road took a heavy toll. “It’s a very 
difficult lifestyle,” he says. “I made a 
lot of  money, but I had a nervous 
breakdown and suffered from 
very bad depression.”

Ed received treatment for his 
depression and came out from under 
the covers. Then, while living on his 
savings in Fort Worth, he cared for 
his mother and sister who were both 
critically ill. 

“They died, and I moved here at the 
advice of  a long-time pastor friend,” 
he says. “I was still very depressed, 

but functional, and I started working 
temporary jobs.”

Along the way, Ed had lost his driver’s 
license for too many tickets and it limited 
his employment opportunities. “It got 
to where I couldn’t find any more 
work,” he says.

Then, Ed’s pastor friend suggested 
he come to Hiway 80 Rescue 
Mission’s New Creation Program. Ed 
agreed, hoping our Christ-centered 
program would bring him close to the 
Lord once again. 

“When I was on the road, I wasn’t 
very dedicated to getting into the word 
and I let myself  get very superficial in 

my walk,” he says. “Being here has 
taken all the distractions away 
and has helped straighten my 
priorities. I’ve been able to get a 
firmer foundation. The Bible is coming 
alive to me.”

Ed is looking forward to reentering 

the workforce when he graduates, and 
he credits God and the Mission with 
his new lease on life. 

“I was suicidal when I came here. If  
not for the Mission, I believe I’d 
be dead,” he says. “Now I’m very 
content because I’ve become very 
dependent on God instead of  myself. 
It’s a night and day difference.”



m  $21.10 to feed and care for 10 people
m  $50.64 to feed and care for 24 people
m  $75.96 to feed and care for 36 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible

Plus, $_______ to provide a special Christmas Gift

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

E-MAIL 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card

         m            m            m            m   

CREDIT CARD #              CIV/SEC #                

EXP. DATE                              PHONE #

HOL16

Hiway 80 Rescue Mission
P.O. Box 3223
Longview, TX 75606-3223

Eric, use my gift to bless hungry,
         homeless people this Christmas

Donate Now!   Hiway80Mission.org
          (903) 759-8101

The perfect gift? 
Look no further!

For homeless people in 
our community, Christmas is 
a season of lonely days and 
cold nights. Your Christmas 
Gift means food, shelter and 
the basic services that provide 
hope for happier days and 
nights ahead.

It’s easy:
1. Choose a gift.
2. Add it to your reply card.

Or visit our Christmas 
Gift Catalog online at 
Hiway80Mission.org/
GiftCatalog.

These Christmas gifts are representative of the needs of people served by Hiway 80 Rescue 
Mission. Donations may be used to support the area of ministry where the need is greatest.

12 Cans of Food
For homeless neighbors, 
just a single meal can 
make a huge difference. 
Become a sponsor of our 
“12 Cans of Christmas 
Challenge,” and you’ll be 
providing canned food for 
individuals and families who 
live on the edge of hunger. Love Totes,

care packages for the homeless
Help us fill Love Totes with 
toiletries, warm clothing and notes 
of encouragement to give to men, 
women and children in need. For 
many, this will be the only Christmas 
gift they receive. Let’s make it count!

Meals
Provide meals to feed 
the hungry men, women 
and children who come 
through our doors. For 
many, the nourishing 
food served at the 
Mission will be their only 
hot meal of the day.

Safe Shelter
Even in East Texas, 
many people suffer 
through cold nights 
without any kind 
of shelter or even 
a blanket. Give a 
man, woman or child 
safe shelter, warm 
blankets and the 
chance to finally rest.

$25

$100

$35

$12
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memorials

MR. & MRS. ROBERT K. BROWN
FRIEDA HEATH

KATE LANGSTON
DR. SANDRA PETERSEN

STEVE BROWN
MR. & MRS. JAMES BARRON
MARCIA MCDANIEL
DR. & MRS. CHARLES NEWKIRK
BARBARA THOMAS POOL
MR. & MRS. ROGERS POPE
JOE & SARAH MURRAY
SHELLEY, LAURA AND THE CREAGH FAMILY

honorariums
IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY

JULY 1 – SEPTEMBER 20, 2016

JIMMY ALDON
CHARLES ALREAD
JEANETTE BARKETT
EARLENE BOREN
FRANK CAIN
DOUGLAS DOUTHIT
DOROTHY DUSZIK
JOE GIBSON
REGINA GRANT

GAYLE HARRISEN
FRIEDA HEATH
TRENT HEPLER
GORE KEMP
RICKY KHOURY
WALTER LAKE
DAVID LAWSON
MADELYN LEATH
AARON LORIMER LETOURNEAU
BILLY LOVELADY
MARGARET MARTIN
DR. WRAY BARTON MCCASH

GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
PATSY HICKERSON
BUDDY & CAROL WOOLLEY
JOHNNY & SHIRLEY DAVIS
TOM & CECELIA ENGLISH
MARION MACK
MARION MACK
MARION MACK
BOBBY JONES
PATRICIA JONES
WILLIAM & CONNIE DAVIS
SAMUEL & NATALIE RABICOFF
FRANK & RUTH KAY
GARY & PAT BOYD
MARION MACK
KYLE & AMANDA MOORE
BUDDY & CAROL WOOLLEY
SHIRLEY NEWMAN
WILLIAM & RALETTE SHINNEMAN
GLEN & FRANCES KERSEY
BUDDY & CAROL WOOLLEY
FRANK & ANN ASHCROFT
MIKE BAKER
KATHY, MONICA AND BRIDGET BECKERLE
MR. & MRS. HOWARD COGHLAN
GAYLE & CLAIRE ENGLISH
PAUL & SUSIE FRENCH
JEFF & DEBRA JOHNSTON, JEFF & MELISSA
  LAHEY, CAMDEN & SADIE, BETTY 
ANGEL
MIKE & ANNE MCGRADY
MARTHA RUFF MURRAY
JOAN PORTER, ADELE, ANNE, DEBRA P.,
  DEBBIE S. AND MICHELLE
DR. & MRS. N. B. RIDDLE
DR. & MRS. JAMES SAWYER
RICHARD & BERNICE STOLLE

RUBY NESVIG
JOHN NORTON
CORRINE ODOM
ROGER L. OTIS

RON PAGE

BARBARA PHILLIPS

MATTHEW DEAN SHELTON
EARLINE SMITH
JAMES BRYAN STEWART
REV. J. S. “SLIM” SULLIVAN
ROBERT “BOBBY” TAYLOR
DR. A. G. THOMAS
REX WALLACE
TRACY C. WEBB
MR. & MRS. R. C. WELCH
CHUCK WILLIAMS

MARY JOE WILSON
RICHARD & HELEN WOODLAW

KIM NESVIG
THOMAS & BETTY HUNT
GARY & PAT BOYD
LEZLI CHAPPELL
D & H INSURANCE
ANN HULL
LARRY & LINDA KAPLAN
LES & ANNE KROEGER
T. E. & BILLIE MAXWELL
BECKY SIMPSON, LISA FRIZZELL 

AND MICHELLE GILLEY
PAUL & KATHY WATSON
CARLA BRICE
SHARON HALTERMAN
GARY & MARTHA BECKWORTH
GARY & PAT BOYD
PAUL & SUSIE FRENCH
GAY TYRA
DICK & CAROLYN WILLIAMS
ANONYMOUS
FRANK & RUTH KAY
PATRICIA TUCKER
MARION MACK
RICKY WALLACE
BUDDY & CAROL WOOLLEY
BING CANION
STEVE & CAROLE JUDY
MARION MACK
TOM & CECELIA ENGLISH
JOSEPH FIELDEN

Tributes


